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A Tribute to the author

Gregory N. Connolly, D.M.D., M.P.H.

| first mel Prof Dr Praki Vathesatoghkit in 1989 at the first
mgling of the Asian Pacific Assoclation for Tobacco Controd (APACT)
in Taips, APACT was created by Dr.Dawd Yen of Taiwan in re-
sponsa fo the transnalional tobacco invading the closed cigarette
market of South East Asia,  This was done with the assistance of the
US, government. The LS, Trade Office had successhully forced
open the cigarette marke! of Japan, Korea and Taiwan through the
use of frade-threat and Thaiand was the next targel of the giobal
tobacco industry, Chwer the next few years. | worked closely with
Ov.Prakit on pianning joint Thai and ULS. public health stralegies o
deny companies like Phillp Morms the opportunity fo market their
deadly product to non-smoking Thal women and children, more m-
portantly, to reduce overall tobacco use in a country where half the
men smoked and many died needlessly. Dr.Pralet was nol only a
physician concerned aboul ihe health of his patients and nation, bt
a master strategist who could mobilize people from medical studenis
to poliicians 1o fight one of the world's most powerful inferests, the
tobacco industry. Mot only did DrPrakit aflect policy change in
Thailand but more importantly in the U.S. and globally,. He cama ko
America fo plead for the health of Thailand and appeared on febaw-
#on documentaries seen by millions of Americans feling them of the
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burdan of smoking in Thailand and the threat of U.S. tobacco compa:
nies. In 1980, he fraveled to Washington to testify at a haaring of he
Lnited States Trade Representafives with ihe then Surgeon General,
. Evaerett Koop.  Later that year, he relumed to America fo testify
bafore Senator Kennedy's Senale Commetiee on the health implica-
fions of U5, obacco trade policy. He returmsd agam o Washinglon
1o testly before a LS. House of Repregentatives Committes on fhe
same fopic. I ook endurance and courage to come (0 America so
many times and tall the naticn hal the governmant's tobacco poScy
was wrong and bad for the wodd's childeen. Through his persisiénce,
the U.S media widely repored on the US. trade threats against
Thailand resulting in the Bueh Administration droppeng s undateral
tradi treaty. However, Or Prakit's viclory was shor lived as the LLS,
government adopied a new siratlegy o dump American cigarettes on
Asia with a formal complaint W the Geneva based General Agree
ment on Tans and Trade (GATT). Suddendy, Dr.Prakil’s stage be-
cami the world and the outcome of the GATT woukl not anly have
implicatinns for Thai children but half.a billien children throwghow the
developing world who were aspecied o die prematurely from smok
ing in fhair lifatimes,

Dr.Prakit served with the Thai - GATT negolialing team and
skilliufly moved the arguments away from trade and @conomics to the
health of the Thai people, He maneuvered 1o have me 1estify as an
expert witness on behalf of the World Health Organization at GATT
and | was pleased 1o do so. Through Dr.Prakit's commitment and
hard weork, the GATT nded  the Thai market must be opened to LS,
clgarette companis but i he naticn wished o bt compesiton Dy
atopting proven public health measures o cub smoking, they could
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do s0, His work lad to 8 ruling that gligned the shod term ecanomic
interests of the Thai Tobacco Monopoly with the long term public
health goal of reducing Thai smoking. This was the first meaningful
decision on tobacca by an imernational United Mations Agency that
gal the stage for WHO 1o launch the Framework Corvention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) years later. Armed with the GATT ruling.
Dr.Prakit returned to Thailand fo successfully advocate for higher
cigarette 1axes, adverising Dans, clean air, disclosure of ingredients
and the formation of Thal Health Foundatan, Thraugh ifs keadership,
Thaifand became the world leader in tobacco contral and a rok
maodal for all developing netions.  kMany of fhese measures wenss
madelad after what was done in America, parficularly Massachusetis
and the Bamghok ink with Beston made smoking history in Thailand
and globally.

Dr_Prakit stands out nel only as a public health lsader in
Thailand bul a leader in America and the world, He tumed a horible
sihegtion piaced an ks nabian by one the world's most powsadul nation
info & wictory for the public haalth of Thailand and developing nations
throughout tha waorld,

Gregory Mo Coneally, DLMD, MPH

Prisleos

Profeasar of T Pracics ol Pobls Heslth

Harsard Scnced ol Public Himilh

Ok of Pubiic Hablly Prachon

Leparment of Sooary, Human Devalopement and Health
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ETATEMENT OF
PRAKIT VATEESATORIT M.O.

PRAOGESSOR AND CHAIRMAN, DEFAATMENT OF MEDIGINE
RAMATHIBOD! HOSPITAL, MEDICAL SCHOOL,
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
CHARPERSON THAI-ANTI SMOKING CAMPAIGN PROJECT

LIS, SEMATE
COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

MaY 4, 1990

Destingnished member of the US senate

My name (g Prakift  Vateesalokl | am a Prolessaor ol
Maodicirg specalizing in pulmonary  d=ease. | oam cunently
Chaaman ol the Deparirren] of Medicins of Ramathibod Hosp-
il Madical School of Matedal Uninersity n Banokok. Thailand.
| bave had vifually all my Speciaiy raning o New Yo and sl
consider America my secand home. | am alss Chalrperson of
the Thai-Anll  Smoking-Carmpaign Projecd, | am 1esiilying an the
msua of Armerican cigaretie expod b3 Asia, specilicaly the curant
cigarette tade babwesn the Uniled Slales and the Royal Thal
Gowanmend,

B



gyziim 11famnis

I am leslilying as a doctor and an anlismoking advocale
who i5 agains! all kinds of tobacco usas and against the promo-
tion of af cigarenes. Thai and Amencan, | know from my daily
waork af hospital that cigaretie emoking i 4 severe hesfth hazard.
Although | arm a Thai ciizen, | would like to make cear that | am
nat tastifying on bahall of the Thai gouarmmant. | @m concerned
for the haalth of Thal as well as Amercan ctizens since thare
gre puer B0 milion tobacco addicis wilhin fhese two countres,
Finally | would like to share with you my fhoughts abcat the
Linited States lobaceo frade pohcy

1

4

m

Tobacco frade should o curbed rabhas than pro
rsiesd and expanded.

, Tobacoa frade defeats almost all the purposss of the

Ganeral Agreement on Tariflg and Trade (GATT).

. ‘Why does Thalland not want te open its market o

iri cigaretie trade.

The Trangnational Tobacco Companys (TTCs} def
anl abuses of adwerliseg bans.

The ATG has not yet achieved significant smoking
coniral MeEsUres.

Coniralling the cigaretie industry. & difficult task for
fhis LS, will be even more so e Thailend.

What price would the US government have to pay 1
il continges 1o promote cigansthe expons.

£, Agle the WS should take on cigarethe Irade. negatwa

gk of the cigaretie trade, In shapng up a decant
cigarette frade policy, no one can drvorce the health
msue from the irade issue

Do
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STATEMENT OF
PRAKIT VATEESATOKIT MDD,

PAOFESSOA AND CHARMAN, DEPARTMENT OF MEMMCING
mpnminpm HOSPITAL, MEDICAL SCHOOL,
MAHIDOL UNIVERSITY
CHAIRPEASON THALANTI SMOKING CAMPAIGN PAOJECT

BEFORE

USHOUSE OF RAEPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE

MAY 4, 1990

My name ks Prekit Vateesatokit and | am testlying as a
leader of the Thai Antiamoking movement. | have hed the antismok-
ing cempaign in Thalland for many years. Initally we worked 1o limit
the consumgdion of Thai tobaces products, bul now our batlle has
enpanded 19 inchude cigaretie manufactured ssewhare. | woukd like
W siress thal our antismoking movement mus! campaign agains
forelgn cgarette in Thalland even though the sale of foreign  ciga-
rettes is Shll ilega n Thailand. Black market American  cigarettes
ere easily avadable throughoud my country

1. THE CAMPAIGH AGAMNST THAI CIGARETTES

2. CAMPAIGH AGAIMNST ADVERTISING OF SMUGGLED FOR

EIEM CIGARETTES
3. FOREIGM CIGARETTE DEFIANCE OF THE CABINET RESC
LLITIC.

lm e
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12

14.

14,

15

16

tizitm 11HE 160N

THE FOREIGN GIGARETTE CAMPANIES BREAKING THE THAI
LW

THAILANDS BAN OF CHIARETTE ADVEATISING WAS IMPLE-
MENTED WITH THE INTENTION OF KEEPHS OUT FOR-
EIGM CIGARETTES

IF THE THA| GOVERNMENT CAM SELL CIGAAETTES TO THAI
WHY CANT THE US DO THE SAMET

THE MULTINATIOMAL CIGARETTES COMPANIES VS THE
THIRED WORALD PEOPLE.

D0 CONGRESSMENT AND THE USTH EHOW THE INDUS-
TRY THEY ARE BAGKING?

00 THE LISTR AlND CONGRESS KNOW THE COMSEQUENGER
OF THEIR CONTINUED SUFPOAT OF THE CIGARETTE |M-
DUSTAY ANDOITS EFFOATS TOWARDS MARKET EXPANSION:
CIGARETTE EXPORT IS A TRADE MOT A HEALTH IS5UE.
NCREASE CHIARETTE EXFORTS TO REDUCE THE US TRADE
DEFICIT

ATHOLIGH THE HEALTH GROUP ARCUMD THE WORLD GIVE
STAONE SUPPORT TO THAILAND.

THE CEGARETTE INDUSTAY AEFEATEDLY CLABS THAT THRY
ARE PROVIDING JOBS FOR MILEIONS OF AMERICANS,
PACMOTION OF CISARETTE EXPDRTS WILL CERTAMNLY ™NO
MARE AMERICA A GENTLER AND KINDER MATION

WE APPLAUD THE US GOVERNMENT 5 EFFOATS IN PASS.
IMG THE CLEAN &IR ACT

WE WATCH WITH ADMIRATION THE AMERICAM PEOPLES
GROWING COMNSCTOUSMESS OF THE IMPORTAMCE OF EN-
VIRCHMENTAL FROTECTION.

WE THE ANTISMOKING SRCUFS LOOK TO A CONUTEY WITH
LEADERSHIF TO GUIDE THE WORLD ™ SHAPING A DE-
CENT TOBACCO POLICY.
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